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himself. It would be endless to repeat a hundred other
hardships he hath put upon me, but it is a general rule,
that whenever he imagines the smallest advantage will re-
dound to one of his footboys by any new oppression of me
and my whole family and estate, he never disputeth it a
moment. All this hath rendered me so very insignificant
and contemptible at home, that some servants to whom I
pay the greatest wages, and many tenants who have the
most beneficial leases, are gone over to live with him } yet
I am bound to continue their wages, and pay their rents -1
by which means one third part of my whole income is
spent on his estate, and above another third by his tolls
and markets; and my poor tenants are so sunk and im-
poverished, that, instead of maintaining me suitably to my
quality, they can hardly find me clothes to keep me warm,
or provide the common necessaries of life for themselves.

Matters being in this posture between me and my lover,
I received intelligence that he had been for some time
making very pressing overtures of marriage to my rival, until
there happened some misunderstandings between them,
she gave him ill words, and threatened to break off all com-
merce with him. He, on the other side, having either
acquired courage by his triumphs over me, or supposing her
as tame a fool as I, thought at first to carry it with a high
hand; but hearing at the same time, that she had thoughts
of making some private proposals to join with me against
him, and doubting, with very good reason, that I would
readily accept them, he seemed very much disconcerted 3
This I thought was a proper occasion to shew some great
example of generosity and love^ and so, without further
consideration, I sent him word, that hearing there was likely
to be a quarrel between him and my rival, notwithstanding
all that had passed, and without binding him to any con-
ditions m my own favour, I would stand by him against her
and all the world, while I had a penny in my purse, or a
petticoat to pawn. This message was subscribed by all my
chief tenants ; and proved so powerful, that my rival imme-

1  Absentees and place-holders.    [T S.]

2  The spirit of opposition and enmity to England, declared by the
Scottish Act of Security, according to Swift's view of the relations
between the countries, left no alternative but an union or a war.   [S.]